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This publication was prepared under contract 
by the UNITED STATES JOINT PUBLICATIONS RE- 
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reelism in literatare, modern K 
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vishwk position of Gan foleys, among them, This ha 


wate "Fagen on hee mph Keone of : . Ff. - OB oa, ge . 4 4 G 
hae amiy abterhbuted te Han Selevya's eonsistent and prelifie cnarear 


profegsicaal writer of ferty yeera, and the fact that he 


wikie pesktion with the Korean Writers? Lea: 
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af modern Korean Literae 


a's to the present, Nan Sol~ys'a 
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ioerean Literature. And his creative process has armlified 
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realism an literature, 
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Brom the formation of "Kepf" literary mevewend in the 19204 


to the constructive period of socialist --csommniat jitereture. i 


of teday, Hantol-ya'ls creative setivity is directly + gffilieted 
with the vigarcus struggie for national liberation of the 


deen RUT E F nN eet apm ee ae ce 


Korean people. Han Sel~ya has conaiatently concentrated on formu- 
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lating reselations of central probleme on subject matters in his 


ative works thet relate to his period. Aad big ereative writ- 
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ing is distinguished by its incisive direction aud ehservation of 
a new outlook that is to come in the fubure. 

{he evtstanding modern Korean writer, deeteiuey and peace~ 
mrker y Han Sel~ya, Was bern at the turn of the century, The past 


sixty years of Wen Sel~yats life sve filled with grest historical 


rineidents thet linked the destiny of Korean people in ite histeri~ 


| cat, develonmen nt which is taxtamomd to peered eonturies in other 
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uations. Moreever, we tan speak of the life and activity of 


yi Megs. Sol-ya during this period im terms of the atruggie of social 
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- national liberation of Kerean people. Han Sol-ya was bern on 
August 1906, af a second son in a disinte gratiag feudal 

| e 

home in Hom-ju Gun, Bam-kyong South: Province. 

| we While his family had been engaged in farming fer generations, 
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ruction of the feudal Lee bears and the influence of Japanes® 


begression left o deep acar om his family environment an ad growth |. 
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lopment. Han Sol-ya watered , ae aarly age and posseased the 


facuities te judges and reason intelligently. “He grew wo with en 


‘toward the under-dog anda sense of willful 


exoregsion oP luzaniatia fs 


tegether with a. and pure 


SiVLE of protest toward injustices. Especially, 
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tien acd reboliieus ideas torard the feudsl custom of his family 
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ently, anti-feudal cencepts had been deeply roated | 
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im Hon Soleva's humanietic theughts from his early youth. Also, 
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bis dotestation Gf, aggressor had shaped into, strong anti-Jnpanese 
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feeling. These sentiments contributed « great deal to Han Sol-yala 


Upon his graduation from the primary echool in his home~ 
(tow, he entered the First High Schesl in Seoul at the age of 14, 
av8 in the third yeer of high school, the great socialistic Ccio~ 


ber Hevolation im Russia left a deep lupresgsion upon hin. 
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4 the dvdependonece movement of Korea, Prom Japanese domi~ 
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I invariably rebuked and repulsed deceit- 
ful weaklings whe became pessimiatic captivam af their 
environment witheut the courage te solve the difficulties 
and cletacles surrounding them... I disliked oppressive 
ofiona as much as theaee who blindly obeyed and 
ether. 
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It is & well keowm fect that the 1 March 1919 Tucident 
aterted the rapid growth of labor movement, and the inher clase 
“he , 

took the lead in onti-Jepane se struggle for national liberation 
| 
whieh enened a now frontier. However, the bourgesie nationalists 
' 
feared the emergence of the laber clase and acclaimed the Japau- | 
ese se-called "Culturel Rule“ which was on enticemest. Many t 
boargecis intellectual youth were evept under the pure fabrication: 


of the Japances bameful ides that speesd corrupt contep is. 


eressed the berder aud left for Peking in the fall of 1829. At 
that thine Peking was known for bases ef operatios for Korean 
peiriots and revolutionists with North-east China anal Shonghaa 
arede And it was out of the direct jurisdiction of the Japanese. 
Sut Han Sole never met a true patriot Gf a revelnti oni et 
in, Peking, although he describes them hi hia antoblorrarhi eal 
novel "Not Wind." ie saw the miserable life of Koreans wendering 


and the life of the lever claas Chinese inuatead. In spite of his 
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ewirencas of the inconsistencies of seciety, he could not disos~ 


“2 


ver a aolution to it. Consequently, hia search for the truth and 


imewladee became intensive, Whereupon, im the spring ef Leal, 
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tare ate univeraity, The three year study in Japan became the 


point of Neu Sel-ya's oreative life as @ dovoted wri 


Gan Sol-ya finished his firs? unpublished novel "Pioneer" in J 
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| Rueriug this periad, he published short storiea- "That Night, 

i 

iYearoags ' Chorka, Moenality,” and others, Although bhesa works 
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al of the ere They revealed the enthor'a realiam in hia 


roose and arbigstie method, 
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Of course, the fect that Han Sol-ya joined the “Hapf" 

”y : * 
literary ‘movement in 1925 brought him in close eoutact with his 
ai ft of attention to the class distinction of the peaple in the 


conn irye 


H 


Han Sol-ya's early works of hwien compassion and search of 
beauty in life represents his creative quality which kecame wore 


typical and brilliant with his creative activities after bis con- 


ecionsuess of class distinction. i 

That is to sey, prior to Han Sol-ya's Life an 6 ee 

{ 

writer, hie Love for homsnity had been deeply rosted in his heart | 
and his ewareness of struggle in life hed been positive. And 
theen elements he came the background of his indlividuel style. 


Aa ea utter ef fact, this background ef Hon Sol--ya'a 


individual style qualified him as a proletarian writer, kut the 
Mee 
vapid growth ef areber movement and the objective elements ef 
eae propagation. became the true background. | 
‘Iu the goring ef 192%, Han Sol-ys Pett his teaching posk- 
tion for Seow]. This period is particularly neted as the | 
eonversion point of Han Sol~ya'sa entire life. It is net only 
because be began to devote ali hia efforts to creative writing 
bet he cause be became a combat vriter in the ranke af the 
advancement of the labor movement. In Seoul, Han Sel~ya became | 
friends of Che Mreng~hi, Choe: Se-he, Yi Ki~yong, Seng Yong, end 


ethers. Meetingtof this — group of pienesrs of modern 
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Kerean literature and founders ef Korean proletarian literat bare 
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the voed for a new systemmtic pragresas of Rorcan literature. 
Han Soleva took an active part in the formation of “hapi™ 


im 1925, ac a cereal figure wath other 
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tnetion. Above all, Han Sel-ya resolved to he~ 
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a fatthfal mewber of tha Koreum aber 


writes. Rather than give ipesorviee Ly 
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Ben Sellers. took great paing in living the life of a laborer! 


= 


vert to the scoad wines ef Mu-eeun ia Manchuria. 


ewan, he 


was tmeble te seak emolurment there. Instead, he made 


jarebiet literare thearie 


af 


% ty eh eee 54 IGS a Ma ty apee ih ghey 
the thecries of Marxism and Beninisam, 
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of Rroletariag Art.” "On Class Literature,” and others, 
Tan Soleya end other proletarian 


critical writing vathar than creative writing 
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rletarion literatura had to destroy the character- 


eGin Llitereture that had been inaredned im the 
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they had to unite with sharp critical activities to ermsh and ex | 
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Ose the reactiouary élements ef bourgeois Literatare. In, 
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satin techniques of socialigtic reatiem for the advancement of 


PEAT aeetaniethy at oe 


yroletlarioan literature theoretical preparation was necessary 
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These factors have not only brought about histerieal 
atcomplishments in defeeting the reactionary currents of bourge- 


ois literatere and preserving the foundation ef proletarian liter~ 


ss 


ary eritician ef the time bat TOVEELSPLY, contributed to the forma~-| 
tion and progress of socialist realism in Literature. dnd Hen 
Soleya always wetea as the central figure ef thig critical aetivi- 
ty. Han Sol<—va deslored: in his "Eecleration of Preletarian Art" ! 
thet, “Prelebvarian Literature sual art umst reveal Broterercen 


; ari 
idesisgy and direction of progress;, serve ag an eutoont of the moat 


sensitive nature in the erganization of preletarian scciety. They} 
Lue exne we the heurgeois life, contr adictions, falaschends, and 
sinsy end prese hard wnen the earliest disorganiz ration of tham, 


In thig. struggle fox the final vietory ef the proletariat, may cur 


ev ry ert 
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ainecere and consistent comiat for literature and art grow. 
fitereture and art must come out the ivy tower and arm it 


selwes and march on es a part of the proletarian mags. 
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ghting spirit when Han Ssi-ya took a part in it. Bat et the 


aang roa eral 


(game tinie, it ig characterized by Han Sol~ya'sa demonstration of | 
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a@ Features of we writer of the working clase. 
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in fact, aweng the "Kepf' wriitera, Han Sol-ra's warm affect 
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aatiy aml life en one hand, and kis pretest ta~ 
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don ‘toward bra 
ward deformed hypocricy and sisenancy on the othexy flowed out ag 
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a fighting purpose which ratiated with brillianey ag hig feathetin! 
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CBA ERY i-ya heeame the vanguard of iaber class ideology 


. : wet 
humanism, his combative purpose burned with} 
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ane : : 
This turned fan Soleya into a } 
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Henceforth, es a writer, Han Sol-ya was called a fighter 


for his revolutionary view of the vorld and hia literary quality. 


Afterwards, Van Sel-ya began te cheerve reality in the ever 


we 


the Tuber class. and direetivy int agrated 


ef a revolutionist of 
the benefits ef class struggle and revolution te literary ork. 


In the of 19271, Han Zol-ya returacd te Seoul. And be! 


beld secret meetioge with Cho Myong-hi, Ya Ki~yong, and others ts 
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Literatere and art, bet Hanf® could not offer a 
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"Roy?" had to unfold itself of internal oom 
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Under these clreumatances, in September 1927, “Hap was eye 
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Set~wn, took pocktive athlion during the procesdings. 
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Eu BEees short stories of superior quality on socialistic 
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euliam, anch es, "Age of Transition" and Wrestler” follewad 
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IWeLaod!, MA Night at the Hear seve Ryane and “Artificial Waterfall", 


The main éharac ter in "Age of Transit ion", Chang gun, and: 
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ass orden’ consciousness of class disticessou in modera Korean 
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ijtereture. They domenstrated the conception of labor alliance un | 
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ter the guidance of advanced Taber clase, and monifested the revolu- 


lonary progress of nealities in life with candor as « histories 


Hen Sol-ya. depleted the life of lekorars in hia ahort ater, 
'§. Night at the Boarding~howse™ ent Martific deal Waterfall", But 
after "Age of Transition" and "#restler", his creative world wan 
Gis. 

seutered sround the condit ns of plaher classe He became en out-- 
itanding writer whe Lived, thought, and fought with the vanguard of | 


Korene Lekor class 
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» He consciously devoted his creative writing to the condition 


eae se os 


evolutionary process but to serve as a fighter for the Labor class 


werd beoome a trae son of the Tebor elagss 
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Soloya found & mew life among the advanced 

is revealed in the bere of "Wrestler" aa Myonged 
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of the lebor class, Phrourh Mye 


roogh life, his belief inthe righteousness 


hie werk. and bis eoavinecine dlaposition as a member of the Korean 


wo the oppression of dJenanese rule for the 
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evolutionary work has bean built in himaslf, 


ion bkelwe extre mely rastrained, Lt is over= 


fe enite of ite enpre gs 
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flowed with the suthor's revolutionary purpoge. 


Around 1935, the activity of "Kant became much wore pogie 
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tive. toxwvrate Kis Di-gang gt trugele of arated rosgietances 
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areinet the dapanese in the 1990's staged a new armed regiatance 


woevenent, partioulariyy ia the revolvtionary progress oP our eons | 


tin % 


S& the some time, oppression by the Jepanesn po~ 


Lace teward "Rept! bersne extremely gervrer'e. 
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Under thease clreowsetanses, Han Scl-ya omaaged himself vige~ 


gud Oritigal activities as ea writer for the 
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haber ¢lage. After being sontinneusly hanted down. by the enanr, 
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hee 3 he spent two yeers in Choa-~ju Penitentiary behind bare i 
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ir the setond general erreat of "Rant" mewberss 


se cecaage sat, oy EE Ng 2 ee AOE on 
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harbarie terture by the depanese and their i 
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i of the Tuaher class. While in prison, he 
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inlanned his first novel, "Twilight". 
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After hig release from prison, Han Sel~ya, after a long 


yeturned to hia nometorn and concentrated on creative ete 


ce heed Rod Beek t Sonal 44 etsy ee ARs 
wasterpieta, "Rrilight", ent followed up 


"Sant, SApolory", "Hailway Junction", and 
others. Also, upon Gorki's death, he wrote a serious ecritisiam 
titled “Ahout Mexim Gorki", 


Among his we 


his novel, “Twilight” became o Dand-mark 


in the development of socislist realism in Kerean literature and 
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a work of aenusental stetue in medera Korean literature. He des~ | 


leribed the fighting image of a more mature Kerean Lahor clase | 
wee | 
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As & peint ‘ef departure from his etwidight,” E Haas Sei~ya's 
eative urge became mature, and hig artistic ekill nesched eieieok 
In 1987, be published his second novel tadoleascence,” and 
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Bavever, deapi te the hardship involved, Han Sel~ya whe had 
pledged te devote his life as a writer of the labor class, had’ ne 
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a ops is * es s = > » 2 
Lite and experiences deep inte the warld surrounding hin. It was 


a thallenging etrugecle to reform hins eh E and the werld around him. 
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ALL of his worka mentioned above were consistent with. 
his fighting purnese. This combative purpose af Han Sol-ye. proved 
his devigive chservation of the liberation of the Korean people 
ané the ultisate destruction of Japanese rule. Sis hopes were nig 
even during this uncsavy situations and even during the gloony dard 
wess of the time, he held on to a stroke of light with tenacity. 

Por esau dley the novel "Lower was actually a work where he 
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Han Sol-ya took an active part in the organization of the 


Party's enltural group immediately after the 6.15 Liheration. 
In 1946 , he worked in a resnonsible capacity at the for nation of 


fentral Committee ef the Korcen. Writers’! League. 
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Alas, as e matiousl and political activist, he was succes 


giv elected to the Centzal Committee of the Korean Labor Party 
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and the Supreme Peopies' Council of the Republic. In the past, he 
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i held the post of minister of the Bepaxtment of Educa 
(tore: and at present, he is active as the Vice-sheairman of the 
Standing Committee of tae Supreme Peoples' Coumcil of the Bepublice 
He is also devoting hia efforts to the great work. of workd. 
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Yeu GSel-va wrote short stories, ton Mining Toon, Growl, 
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p treping the heroes of the great damoeratica reformation. He aiso 
portrayed eur dear leader, comrade Kim Lieming in his short stories 
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to mect objectives and realistic 


ability an proletaria 
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yriters to express clearty ef its purpose and goal. 


leting the dapauese law .« fol-vea played an important 
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of "Kapf," end Sol-yu devoted hia efforts 


the house organs 


the public and wa: 


net only in Keraa bit aleo at abread, it attracted a wide range 


Hy the time the Japanese arthority forced the publi- 
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cation of "Collective Group? to elose, it had its bratchea in the =| 
onatern part of Ciulua, Peking, Shanghai, and even in Japan ; 
AL’ the while, Sol-ya and I became mich closer. Kapri 

¢ 

assisnued various writers to different kinde of "Kan?" atudy. groups | 
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to study Marxiem-Lenini sm and aesthetica. ped theclivonr Wi Hen. 


Sol~ya, Song Youg, and I frequently attended "Kapf" meetings. 
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The fathering of “Kap?"® was secret. We held meetings in 


j 

| 
bt he wealthy section of Pal Plem~dong, Sa Chikedeng, and Sam Chlun~} 
i . 

| done where the police auapected the least. And at other times, we 
met at n deserted valley below Mt. In-wang, er near Se Kum Valley, 


or Mt. Puls Hew and Ui-dong. at "Zapf" meetings, members discussed | 


mpeoriaie taken from Marxist literature amd Marxist cea SthG Sees 


ticived published works, discussed the plots of fertheoning 
works or finished MABUSCKULPtS. 
Aiter the reorganization of the organ, it spread not en 
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the time, this wae called theoretical debates. } they aise 
lin § Seoul- bat alsa in the country and attra et tad many mew young 


writers. Proletarian culture developed in the field of literature, 


drama, motion picture, and music, In the field ef creative writ- 
Lag there was an encch making pregress. In ideologies as well as 
in art history, characteristics of socialism and realism came 
i throiigh in baaatiear forme 

Sol-ya's "Age of Transition” and "Wrestler ;" Pak Se~vong's 


WHicht Attack;" Bak Plal-yang's "Demonstration;" Song Young's 
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thea of Trengitioa” and Wrestler were works of higher 


larionl artistic stenmlerds thet amy other previous ones, re~ 
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jematly telented novel “Twilight” was published in 1906. 
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Need lees ta say, "Twilight" 


1c Koyean proleteurian literature before the Viberation. 


bt add thet this work was clanned while Sol-vye wag 


ieomned at Chun-chu Penitentiary. 
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fic shoved ramarkeahle accomplishment in the Pield of 


end bis nowels couls be characterized by their pels 
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inclications. Huaaietie situations in Selo-ya ts works were 


becavge the Life wai wishes of the poople wore are and, 


teis sort of gitastieon, And we alse detect hie individus 


datie tharacheristiesn in lis creations. This results from hig 


suitivete Lis skill. ‘ 
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Before I eloss this article, I would like to add a shart 
tm cur yorth, beth Sel-ya and FT could ast resist a eouple 
af drinks, Whenever we met cur friends in Seoul, we used to 

frennent saloone and apend all the money we had. Gnee, I reeall, 


IPg~sok, Seng Your, Sol~ya, and I played Yut game, and wheever lost! 
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vag to buy the drinks, Selew~ya lest, but none of us had | 


jenough noney. Sa, Sol-~ya pawned his overcoat for thirty ee 
i a8 as ge As ; P : 

'ouy the drinks. We were all in desperate straits in those days. 
| - Turing the second general arrest of "Kanf? members, Seng 

i Yong, Yun Ki-chung, and I were arrested on the same day: end Sal- 


ya, as Ll recall, follewed «a few days jeter. I rewomber seeing 


Soleyals fnce in the court-reom, 
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Sel-ya is the totality of Korean literature itself. 
feday, we kaow through bis prolific writing his high spiritual 
life. Weiter, Han Sel-yals spirituality, humanity and lige are 
reflected wnon his works. In this medinm, we recegnice the author 


as @ great wang and the more] stature of his worka through his: 
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Han Sel~ya's great life leng secomplishment in the leadershi 


and conselidation of proletarian literature shall plew ferever in. 


terary history. 
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